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Syllabus

Course title (number) :
Seminar on Emerging Topics in Avian Ecology (Z00-65440)

Term/credit hours
Spring 2014, 1 credit

Instructor
Dr. Dale Gawlik, Sanson Science 271, dgawlik@fau.edu, 297-3333

Office hours _
Wednesdays 1200-1400 and other times by appointment. Because an occasional conflict with
regular office hours could occur, students may wish to call ahead to confirm a visit.

Class period
Wednesdays 1100-1150, SC building, room 119

Online resource
Blackboard for ZOO-6544C Seminar in Avian Ecology. Students should check the site weekly
to keep current with any changes in the course and to download assigned papers.

Required text
None. There will be weekly assigned reading of recent papers from the primary literature, All

papers will be posted as pdfs in Blackboard. -

Prerequisites
None

Course objectives
Students that have completed the course will possess:
1. An awareness of a major area of study in avian ecology.
2. Animproved ability to critically evaluate a scientific paper.
3. A thorough knowledge of recent advances in the understanding of the habituation of

birds to human environments.

Course description
The purpose of the course is to get students reading current avian ecology literature, honing their

reading and critical evaluation skills, and developing a deep understanding of one aspect of avian
ecology, rather than to briefly cover a broad range of topics. This year the class will focus on
recent advances in understanding the mechanisms by which birds become habituated to human
environments. Each student will be responsible for leading class discussions of about 2 papers,
regularly participating in discussions led by others, and contributing to a synthesis report.

Leading journal article discussions: To lead a discussion, students will search high quality
scientific journals for a recent paper on the habituation by birds to human environments.



Students will post a pdf of the article on Blackboard at least one week prior to the discussion.
Discussions should evaluate the scientific approach, major results, significance, and overall
strengths and weaknesses.

Class participation: The success and worthiness of this type of seminar course largely depends
on the students enrolled in it. Each student brings to class valuable experiences and a unique
perspective on research in avian ecology. Thoughtfulness and engagement in the topics each
class period are both appreciated and accounted for in the final grade.

Contribution to a synthesis report: Each student will submit a 1-page summary of what they
consider to be the main trends that emerged from the collective body of literature reviewed in
class. Students will then work as a team to craft a concise synthesis report (3-5 pages) that
reflects their consensus. The team synthesis report can be in outline form with meaningful
headings, subheadings, and summary statements.

Final exam: The final exam will be an oral discussion of the team synthesis report. Each student
is responsible for discussing the points they contributed to the team synthesis report, as well as
the report overall.

Time requirements

Students should expect to spend an average of about three hours per week on this course outside !
of class. Students should allocate time for finding a suitable paper, reading assigned papers, . ‘
preparing to lead the discussion of their paper, and for summarizing the main points revealed by

the literature review,

Course topical outline
The syllabus contains only a general course schedule. Students should monitor Blackboard for
specifics on the paper and person leading discussions on a given date.

Date Course activity

8 Jan Introduction, syllabus review, assign dates for leading discussions

15 Jan Instructor-led foundation paper on understanding the mechanisms of
behavioral response to human-dominated environments

22 Jan Instructor-led foundation paper on understanding the mechanisms of
behavioral response to human-dominated environments

29 Jan - 16 Apr Student-led journal article discussions

25 Apr Student contribution to synthesis report due

29 Apr Team Synthesis Report due

30 Apr (10:30-1:00) | Final exam

Course evaluation method
Grades will be based on a student’s performance on four course components, with each
component accounting for a percentage of the grade as follows:

Course component Max points | % of Grade

Leadership of class discussion 40 40



Class participation 30 30
Contribution to Team Synthesis Report | 20 20
Final exam 10 10
Total 100 100

Final percentages will be converted to letter grades as below.  Grades may be viewed through
Blackboard.

Grade Final Percentage
A 93-100
A- 90-92
B+ 87-89
B 83-86
B- 80-82
C+ 77-79
C 73-76
C- 70-72
D+ = 67-69
D 63-66
D- 60-62
F <60

Honor code: Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical
standards. Academic dishonesty, including cheating and plagiarism, is considered a serious
breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the University mission to provide a
high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Academic
dishonesty is also destructive of the University community, which is grounded in a system of
mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh
penalties are associated with academic dishonesty. For more information, see University
Regulation 4.001 at http://www.fau.edu/ctl/4.001_Code_of_Academic_Integrity.pdf

Disability policy: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), students who
require reasonable accommodations due to a disability to properly execute coursework must
register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD)—in Boca Raton, SU 133 (561-297-
3880); in Davie, LA 240 (954-236-1222); in Jupiter, SR 110 (561-799-8010); or at the Treasure
Coast, CO 117 (772-873-3441)—and follow all OSD procedures.

Classroom etiquette policy: University policy on the use of electronic devices states: “In order
to enhance and maintain a productive atmosphere for education, personal communication
devices, such as cellular telephones and pagers, are to be disabled in class sessions.”

Religious Accommodations '
Students who wish to be excused from coursework, class activities or examinations must notify
the instructor in advance of their intention to participate in religious observation and request an

excused absence.
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