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FIAT prOgram earns $20,000 grant

The Florida Institute
for the Advancement of
Teaching (FIAT), a pro-
gram of Florida Atlan-
tic University, has been
awarded a $20,000 grant
from the PNC-Harbor
Foundation, which re-
ceives its principle fund-
ing from the PNC Fi-
nancial Services Group,
Inc. PNC’s contribution
will go towards expand-
ing the FIAT program in
Florida’s Treasure Coast
region.

Providing practical,
research-based and scal-
able solutions for Florida’s
educational system, FIAT
was established in 2002
within FAU’s College of
Education and is funded
by gifts from corporate
and family foundations
as well as grants from pri-
vate donors and targeted
school districts. In an ef-
fort to address the state’s
critical teacher shortage,
FIAT was created to re-
cruit, prepare and retain
quality teachers in Florida
schools.

FAU Update

Comprised of three in-

novative and over-arch-
ing programs, Good FIT,
SMaRT and AIT, FIAT is
making a significant dif-
ference in the quality of
education at public and
charter schools within
the southeast region of the
state. The identified high-
need schools are typi-
cally located in rural or
urban areas. By supplying
hands-on training to FAU
and other state college stu-
dents who seek careers in
teaching, each FIAT pro-
gram is structured to of-
fer institute participants
increasing levels of class-
room responsibility. Since
FIAT’s inception, more

than 1,200 students from"

FAU, as well as from Bro-
ward College, Palm Beach

-State College and Indian

River State College, have
served as instructional in-
terns, substitute teachers
and student-teachers. By
molding future teachers

with valuable classroom
experience, the FIAT pro-
gram has improved the
lives of close to 80,300
K-12 students in Palm
Beach County alone.

“PNC has a long his-
tory of strengthening
and enriching the lives
of neighbors in the com-
munity,” said Craig Grant,
regional president of PNC
for Florida. “Our support
of FAU’s FIAT program
will help assist training
teachers who understand
the needs of area schools
and youngsters, and help
prepare our local youth for
future success.”

Slated to begin in the
spring, the FIAT pro-
gram will leverage this
donation to place 10 local
undergraduate students
from FAU’s Treasure

Coast campus and Indian

River State College in two
Treasure Coast schools.
Another 10 students will
be placed in the same two
schools in the fall of that
same year.

The schools are Lake-

wood Elementary and
Marine Ocean Academy,
joining Palm Point Re-
search School at Tradition
(an FAU-St. Lucie County

School District Charter

School).

“The FIAT program in
the Treasure.Coast will
help schools more effec-
tively implement their lo-
cal school improvement
plans,” said Glenn Thom-
as, assistant dean, PK-12
schools and educational
programs, FAU College of*
Education. “When consid-
ering the economic devel-
opment of a region, a key
component is the quality
of that area’s available ed-
ucational resources. The
FIAT program will have a
unique impact on the ar-
ea’s students and teachers
in training, and ultlmately
support the area’s future
growth.”

For more information,
call Glenn Thomas at 561-
297-0061 or at gthomas@
fau.edu.
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