
Historical Timeline

Florida Legislature passes F.S. 233.061 
(later F.S. 1003.42) requiring instruction 
of the history of the Holocaust. FAU’s 
Holocaust Education Project, a joint effort 
between Dr. Alan L. Berger, Raddock 
Eminent Scholar Chair of Holocaust 
Studies and the College of Education, 
was established in response to the 
mandate to assist educators through 
professional development opportunities, 
resources, materials, curriculum support, 
programming and a connection to the 
academic world of scholarship. 

g

Dr. Ellen Heckler 
named Director 
of The Holocaust 
Outreach Center.

g

LEAH (League for Educational Awareness 
of the Holocaust) under the leadership of 
Connie Packman provides funding to send 
the first group of teachers to the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum for 
training and provide funding for program-
ming, resources, materials, and curriculum 
support to classroom teachers.

Dr. Rosanna Gatens serves 
as Director of Center for 
Holocaust and Human Rights 
Education.

Ongoing collaboration with the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM) the School 
District of Palm Beach County, Broward County 
Public Schools, League for Educational Awareness of 
the Holocaust (LEAH), Jewish Community Relations 
Council of North Palm Beach and COMPASS, among 
others, to bring exhibits and programming for K-12 
educators and students, FAU faculty, students and 
members of the community.
CHHRE’s played a leadership role in the Save the 
Darfur Campaign, brought in speakers and resources 
to support the effort of local teachers and students 
who were exposed to genocide study through the 
Center.

g

g

First Annual Outstanding Holocaust Educator Award 
and Dinner. Community stepped up to save the Center.  
Provost John Pritchard and Laurie Carney, Senior Director 
of Development & Outreach, were key in developing 
relationships with potential donors including the Jewish 
Federation of South Palm Beach County and The Pechter 
Family Foundation preventing the CHHRE from closing.

The Gutterman Family Foundation 
began funding Outstanding Holocaust 
Educators to travel to Holocaust sites 
in Europe and Israel. Educators from 
Broward, Palm Beach and St. Lucie 
Counties travel to the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum.

Marilyn Weinberg’s engagement 
with the Center spearheaded 
significant fundraising, raising 
new levels of financial support 
to stabilize and expand 
philanthropic giving.

Linda Medvin, the current 
Director, joins the Center 
for Holocaust and Human 
Rights Education.

The Center became an 
integral unit within FAU’s 
university-wide Peace, Justice 
and Human Rights Initiative 
established to bring related 
programming areas together

The Noah Klersfeld Endowed Excellence Fund in Holocaust 
and Human Rights, CHHRE’s first endowment, established by 
Sheldon and Ellen Hechtman in memory of their son.
Polen Capital, through the generosity of Dan and Shoshana 
Davidowitz, became generous dinner sponsors of the Annual 
Outstanding Educator Appreciation Dinner in addition to 
other philanthropic support to the Center.
Center for Holocaust and Human Rights Education moved 
to the Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters under 
Dean Michael Horswell.

The Center was 
renamed The Arthur 
and Emalie Gutterman 
Family Center for 
Holocaust and Human 
Rights Education with 
a significant gift from 
the Gutterman Family.

Kurt and Marilyn Wallach’s 
lead gift to construct the 
Wallach Holocaust and 
Jewish Studies Building that 
will house the Gutterman 
Family CHHRE in addition 
to Holocaust and Jewish 
Studies, and Peace, Justice 
and Human Rights programs. 
A transformational estate 
gift will establish a future 
Institute. 
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